Introduction: a new power and energy landscape
Today's EU is an important element of the international political framework. Shedding light on the EU's adaptation to changing political and market conditions has been the key ambition of this volume and its team of contributors. Through its actions the EU has been trying to shape the market and is itself shaped by market forces. Due to the size of its economy and the lack of indigenous energy resources, the EU's energy needs can be met only by imports of energy from the global energy market. In turn, the EU must adapt to changing parameters of the international political framework and to changes in the regional and global energy market.
The economic crisis that hit only four years after the 2004 enlargement left the EU with a range of strategic challenges in the fields of security, energy and climate. The crisis has undermined EU's credibility and economic power, while enlargement has moved the EU further eastwardinto a geopolitical rivalry with Russia in a region which both consider as their own 'near abroad' (Adomeit 2012). As shown in Chapter 4 of this volume, the outbreak of a military conflict in 2014 involving Russia, the EU's main strategic energy partner, and Ukraine, the main transit country for Russian gas to Europe and a country that had sought closer ties with the EU, has influenced EU thinking about energy security and energy relations with Russia. Another watershed event affecting the EU's energy security, energy policy and system of energy governance was the 2011 Arab spring. It resulted in the fall of dictators in the Middle East, but hopes for rapid democratization of the area have not materialized. Instead, the whole region has been thrown into political chaos, fuelling Islamic fundamentalism, threatening stability and security of the area and -of great importance in the context of energy security -constraining access to the region's vast energy resources. To take one example: between 2005 and 2010 Libya exported approximately 50 mtoe of oil and 9 mtoe of gas per year to the EU; but in 2011, after the fall of Gaddafi, these supplies fell to only 14.2 mtoe of oil and 2 mtoe of gas. Moreover, production in Iraq failed to improve as quickly as expected after the end of the US intervention, and Western sanctions imposed on Iran have also had negative impacts on the energy market.
Another factor influencing energy markets has been the shale gas/oil revolution in the USA -a clear example of how technological advances can influence the energy market as well as energy policy. The revolution has led to increasing export of cheap coal from the USA, confronting the EU with practical challenges and constraining its ability to meet climate commitments and to compete with a US economy fuelled by inexpensive shale gas. Further, implementation of the Emissions Trading System (ETS) has caused headaches in the policymaking bodies of the EU, undermining its ability to reduce GHG emissions in member states (Grosjean et al. 2014 ). In addition, the EU is struggling to adapt to the changing global balance of power that is shifting from the West to the East (Renard and Biscop 2012).
Developments in its close vicinity and at the global level have compelled the EU to rethink its global role and engagement (Gnesotto and Grevi 2006) . Those developments have also impacted on EU thinking about the link between traditional security concerns, energy security and climate change -hardly surprising, given the EU's holistic, multifaceted view on security, where key threats are 'to be seen in the context of drivers and multipliers, such as poverty, climate change, resource scarcity and migration ' (Giegerich 2010: 9) .
Thus, the EU finds itself faced with a set of challenges. As argued by Giovanni Grevi (2009), economic growth, energy security and environmental sustainability are the three main interconnected issues at the core of complex interdependence, putting the EU's political cohesion to a serious test. In his analysis of the challenges confronting the EU as a security actor, Thomas Renard (2014) holds that the EU must learn how to operate in a new more fluid and complex environment characterized by two main trends -globalization and multipolarization. The EU that Renard describes as an island of peace in an ocean of instability is reluctant to use military means to promote and protect its interests, but it has identified main threats and challenges that could cause problems to its peaceful existence.
